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Substitute Senate Bill 5872

As introduced by Senators Mike ‘Heavey, Tracey Edie and Bob Oke SSB 5872 would make it a traffic
infraction to drive with a bloed alcohol content (BAC) Jevel f .02 percent or higher. Offenderswould
lose their drivers license for 30'days and face a fine of $500.

As our Tumwater, Washington-police chief said, “You’d:just about be getting anybody who had a drink.” PLEA )::T::.IF. s
“Anybody who left a bar . . . would be susceptible.” (Olyitipian 2/27/99)
SSB 5872 has moved ot of the Senate Judiciary (Chaired by Semator Heavey) and-is now in the Seaate S CV04-0360P
Rules Committee. It has to pass through-a number of steps in that committee to move to the Senate floor =
for a vote. It has taken one such step. EXHIBIT
NO. 159
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I you have a senator on the Rules Cominittee; please coritact them by telephone immediarely! The
Rules Committce is chaired by Lt. Governor. Brad Owen. The demosrat mexibers are: Wojhan, Baver,
Costa, Edie, Franklin, Goings, Sheldon, B., Snyder, Spanel. The Republicans are: Deccio, Hale;
Hochstatter, Hom, Johnson, McDonald and Sellar. Please look up their office number in the legislative
directories we mailed out earlierin‘the session. Ask them to vote N@-on SSB 5872 if'it comie us in
Rules Committee.

You can also call the Legislative Hotline at 1-800-562-6000. However, calls to their individual office are
more effective.

Abthough, if the bill passes the Senate, chrances are good that we could kil it in the House with its 4949
split, e cannol take thatfor granted. ‘Wemust opposeit in Seriate Rules now! We are on record
opposing the.bill and:testified agaiiist the bill in-the Senate Judieiary Committes along with the Tavern
Association and Anheuser-Busch.

Here are some key talking points.

. 08 just became effective in Washington January 1, 1999, There is 0o evidence that it will even
work. A recent study:in Noftli-Caroling shows no positive.effect from 08,

. Law enfi orcement doesn’tsugport the bill. “They have nb:muney to eaforce such a law and it

would take police-off the rond:to a preater extent than 08,

02 wou ld-kill the:on-premise indusiry in Washingia

. We should concentrate on-seeing that i 13 DUT laws passed last session work against repeat
offenders and these with ahighBAC,

Y&

Please repont specific input from individual senators to Laura in our office.

There is no time for letters. Please call today! Bills originating in the Senate must pass the fiill Senate by
5:00 P-M. on March 17, :
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